PARLIAMENTARIAN

firmly rooted in the instinctive sense of justice that it
could scarcely be labelled as primarily Socialist, or even
working-class.

These conclusions are reached, not by a process of economic
reasoning or of -working-class experience. They rest upon
conceptions of right and wrong common to all classes;
and the greatest work of all that the Labour Party has to do
is to compel those conceptions of right and wrong to pass
judgment upon existing social conditions.

This is perhaps but another way of putting the domin-
ating, but little recognised, truth that Collectivist
principles, like Individualism in the previous era, were
becoming all-pervasive, increasingly the common
property of all Parties and all classes. Alter "working-
class" to "middle-class," and "Labour" to "Liberal," and
MacDonald's words might have been used by a Benthamite
Individualist in the eighteen twenties. MacDonald and
Snowden, in other words, did not so much want to move
in a different direction to the other Parties, as to move
faster and further in the same direction. Despite the
current controversy over gas and water Socialism,
which had been revived by the Labour successes, by 1906
all Parties were bound to advance towards an increase
of public enterprise. Lloyd George's state insurances,
the Public Corporations of the Conservative Party
already lay in the logic of history; or, as MacDonald
would have put it, the organic growth of society was
making them inevitable. And though its comprehensive-
ness was likely to alarm contemporaries, the Socialist
formula framed by MacDonald at this time, in his
Socialism (1907), in fact envisaged a process, different
no doubt in temper and degree, but hardly different in
kind, from these enactments.